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Emergencies that require attention. 
 
Pet emergencies often require a visit to the vet, especially any 
serious health problems where diagnostic help is available only from 
a veterinarian.  
http://www.petmd.com/dog/emergency  

Since our dogs are unable to tell us when they are in pain or when 
something is terribly wrong with them, it’s critical to their health and 
well-being that we watch out for warning signs that indicate our pet 
needs to be examined by a veterinarian as soon as possible.  
If your dog displays any of these symptoms, immediately call your 
veterinarian and explain the problem.  
Your vet will decide whether your dog’s problem is serious and 
requires an immediate visit, or whether a later visit can be scheduled 
at an appropriate time 



The following symptoms and signs indicate an emergency condition.  
* Has suffered an injury to the eye; 
* Has been in a fight with dog, cat or wild animal (your pet could 
contract rabies); 
* Is bleeding heavily from a cut and you are unable to stop it; 
* Has been hit by a moving car or truck (even if there are no visible 
injuries, your dog could be bleeding internally); 
* Has visible puncture wounds to its chest or stomach area; 
* Has broken a bone or has had a hard blow to the head; 
* Has been bitten by a snake or poisonous spider; 
* Has a fever over 40+°C (normal is less than 39.2°C); 
* Its abdomen appears large, or it continues to try to vomit but 
nothing comes up; 
* Your dog has fallen or jumped from an open window higher than 
the first story; 
* Has chewed an electrical cord and received a shock or burn; 
* Has inhaled smoke from a fire and has trouble breathing; 
* Has sudden, severe difficulty breathing; 
* Is vomiting blood or has uncontrolled vomiting of liquids or food; 
* Has bloody diarrhoea or black, tarry stool; 
* Has continued bleeding from the rectum; 
* Suddenly cannot place any weight on one or more of its legs; 
* Strains continually but is unable to urinate, or the urine has blood 
in it; 
* Suddenly suffers from extreme lethargy, becomes 
unconsciousness, or lapses into a coma; 
* Has seizures; 
* Appears to be in severe or continuous pain; 
* Cries while trying to urinate or when touched or picked up; 
* Bleeds from the urinary or genital area; 
* Has cloudy eyes, squints, or appears to be unable to see. 

These are all symptoms indicative of a dog emergency that requires 
quick action and rational calm thinking on your part.  



Your dog deserves the best loving care you can give it. 
 

Vomiting in Dogs 

[video] 

READ MORE 
Dog Constipation and How to Treat It 

Dog constipation is defined as the inability to defecate normally. 
Much like humans, older dogs are more prone to this condition, 
though it can happen to any breed of dog at any... 

READ MORE 
Limping in Dogs 

Just like humans, dogs sometimes break bones, sprain muscles, slip 
discs or tear ligaments, all of which can lead to the sudden onset of 
limping or movement difficulties. Torn knee... 

READ MORE 
Poisons (Swallowed) 

Dogs will put almost anything in their mouths, and may view 
something as simple as a weekly pill holder as a plastic chew toy. 
Unfortunately, this means they are prone to swallowing... 

READ MORE 
Swollen Paws in Dogs 

Swollen paws are a common problem for dogs. Although the 
condition is not usually dangerous, depending on the cause of the 
problem, it can be very uncomfortable and even highly painful... 
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is defined as the inability to defecate normally. Much like humans, 
older dogs are more prone to this condition, though it can happen to 
any breed of dog at any... 

READ MORE 
How to Stop Diarrhea in Dogs 



Diarrhea is a common problem in dogs, mostly because they will put 
almost anything in their mouth. It can also be caused by more 
serious problems, which requires close attention,... 

READ MORE 
Choking and the Heimlich Maneuver 

Most dogs will chew nearly anything: bones, toys, shoes, socks, etc. 
But would you know what to do if something became lodged in the 
windpipe or stuck on the palate and your dog... 

READ MORE 
Coughing in Dogs 

Dogs cough for many reasons, including allergies, tracheal disease 
(collapse), lung disease, or due to the lodging of a foreign 
material/object in the windpipe. Though not typically... 

READ MORE 
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Poison & Toxicity: Dog  

MOST READ 

Poisons (Swallowed) 

Dogs will put almost anything in their mouths, and may view 
something as simple as a weekly pill holder as a plastic chew toy. 
Unfortunately, this means they are prone to swallowing... 

READ MORE 
Poisonous Plants 

Many plants are toxic to dogs. For this reason, it’s always a good idea 
to discourage them from chewing on or ingesting any vegetation, 
especially the following plants. 

READ MORE 
Poisons (General Overview) 

The modern world is home to many chemicals, airborne substances, 
drugs, and plants that are poisonous to dogs. This article links to 
several everyday treatments guides for exposure... 

READ MORE 
Grape and Raisin Poisoning in Dogs 



Grapes and their dried counterparts, raisins, may seem harmless, but 
not to dogs. Even small amounts of grapes or raisins can prove fatally 
toxic for a dog. The problem is that not... 

READ MORE 
Poisons (Topical) 

All sorts of chemicals -- from tar and paint remover to gasoline and 
stinging nettles -- can cause skin irritation and burns when they 
contact a dog’s skin. They can even affect... 

READ MORE 
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